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WHAT STORY IS AND WHAT STORY IS NOT

STORY is about principals, not rules

STORY is about eternal, universal forms, not formulas

STORY is about mastering the art, not second-guessing the marketplace.

STORY is about originality, not duplication.

EVERY MOVIE EVER MADE ->
 
 
 
 
 

*Click the image to go to the YouTube video
 

(McKee, 1998)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rbhrz1-4hN4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rbhrz1-4hN4
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What makes a good story?

 

What stories have you seen – MOVIE or 

T.V. – are “good” and why?

 

What makes a good script?

 

What will all SCRIPTED stories have? 
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TED TALKS: WHAT 

MAKES A GOOD 

STORY

*Click the image to go to the Ted Talk video
 

Toy Story (1995) ©

https://www.ted.com/talks/andrew_stanton_the_clues_to_a_great_story#t-456430
https://www.ted.com/talks/andrew_stanton_the_clues_to_a_great_story#t-456430
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OMPLICATIOS

STRUCTURE

A selection of events from 

the characters’ LIFE 

STORIES that is composed 

into a STRATEGIC 

SEQUENCE to arouse 

specific emotions and to 

express a SPECIFIC VIEW.
(McKee, 1998)
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EVENT

A STORY EVENT creates 

meaningful change in 

the life situation of a 

character that is 

expressed and 

experienced in terms of 

a VALUE. 

(McKee, 1998)
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STORY VALUES

The universal qualities of 

human experience that 

may shift from POSITIVE 

to NEGATIVE, or 

NEGATIVE to POSITIVE, 

from one moment to the 

next.  (McKee, 1998)
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A STORY EVENT

The Matrix (1999) ©

Creates MEANINGFUL 

change in the life situation 

of a character that 

expressed and experienced 

in terms of a value and 

ACHIEVED THROUGH 

CONFLICT
 *Click the above image to 

go to the video clip
 

(McKee, 1998)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zYwdzYC3uUc
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SCENE

An action through

conflict in more or less

continuous time and

space that turns the

VALUE-CHARGED

condition of a character’s

life on at least one value

with a degree of

perceptible significance.

Ideally, every scene is a

STORY EVENT.  (McKee, 1998)
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BEAT

A BEAT is an exchange of behavior in 

action/reaction. Beat by beat these CHANGING 

behaviors shape the turning of a scene. 

BEAT SHEET - In terms of a sitcom, it's also the 
transitional stage from the premise of an episode down 
to the lower level, i.e., situations or scenes. In other 
words, a beat sheet formally translates the premise of 
an episode into actions of the future scenes.  Just 
like a premise develops from the spring board, scenes or 
situations develop from the beat sheet. 
 
The figure to the right demonstrates the location of the 
beat sheet in the top-down process of episode writing 
and its conceptualization. 

(McKee, 1998)



BEAT continued...

A BEAT SHEET consists of four or five 

beats.  Each beat is made up of two 

elements or sides: EVENTS or ACTIONS on 

the one hand, and characters' REACTIONS 

to them, on the other hand.  It dictates 

actions in general and what the characters 

do in response to certain events or actions. 

 

 

This figure presents the formal structure of 

a beat sheet:
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EXAMPLE:    Friends - "The One About All the Rugby"

 *Click the above image to go to the video clip
 

Friends (1998) ©

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EFiPR5Gg9g4
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A SEQUENCE is a series of 

SCENES – generally two to 

five – that CULMINATES with 

greater impact than any 

previous scene. 

SEQUENCE

(McKee, 1998)



ACT
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An ACT is a series of SEQUENCES that peaks in a climactic 

scene which causes a major REVERSAL of values, more 

powerful in its impact than any previous sequence or scene. 
(McKee, 1998)
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STORY CLIMAX

A STORY is a series of acts that build 

to a last act climax or STORY CLIMAX 

which brings about ABSOLUTE and 

IRREVERSIBLE change. 

 *Click the image to go 
to the video clip

 

(McKee, 1998)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RgDPi5WvC8M


Watch an episode of your favorite 

(SCHOOL APPROPRIATE)

Television Show and create your 

own BEAT SHEET 
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